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Preparing children for the
future through an
inspirational curriculum
that makes a difference
to the world; outstanding
character development;
exceptional health and
well-being.





Stathern Primary School 
‘Nurture, Inspire, Discover, Create’
RE Curriculum Vision and Skills
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«Preparing children for the future through an inspirational curriculum that makes a difference to
the world; outstanding character development; exceptional health and well-being.

*In RE we aim to:
«explore what people believe and what difference this makes to how the live, so that peoples
can gain the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to handle questions rasied by religion
and belief, reflecting on their own ideas and ways of living.

*Child Speak:

*RE explores big questions about life and helps us make sense of religion and belief. It allows us
toshare our ideas.

+Nurture - We care for each other and celebrate our differences, achievements and contributions
tothe world. We support each other through challenges and difficulties, recognising that the
mental health and well-being of both ourselves and those around us is one of the key factors in
our happiness and success.

«Inspire —We inspire each other to greater heights through our communication, actions, support
and achievements. We take inspiration from the people, places and events all around us. We
recognise that whether a situation is good or bad, there is always learning and growth to be
gained. These situations inspire us to make positive change a reality.

+Discover - We are excited to discover new knowledge, skills, people and places. We are open to
alternative ideas beyond our own and enjoy exploring the thoughts, conversations and solutions
that others bring to different situations and experiences.

«Create —We enjoy working together to create new and exciting solutions to make our world a
better place. We believe we can make a difference no matter how large or small. Our school isa
place where we can experiment and take risks in order that we might better ourselves and the
world we live in.

*We believe i

+ Developing outstanding character and attitudestolearningin preparation for future challenges ina changing
world.

+ Promoting physical and mental healthin a happy caring environment thatis supportive and encouraging.
+Makinga difference to the world we livein through creating enterprising solutions to local and global issues.
« Developingsocialskills and an appreciation of each person’s unique strengths, respectingand embracing
different cultures, races and religions.

«Fosteringa deep sense of care and nurture for the world we live in and the people around us.

« Creatingabroad range of inspiring experiences thatallows children to develop skills and find their place in the
world.

+Workingin partnership with our school community and beyond to build brighter futures.

+ High expectations alongsidea culture of self-awareness, reflection and self-improvement

» Our syllabus asserts the importance and value of RE for il pupils with orr-going benefis for an open, artulate and understanding
Society. Thefollowing aims underpin thesyllabus, which s constructedto support pupils and teachers infulfiling the:

» Religious education cortribLtes dynamically o children and young peopies educationin schools by provoking challenging questions
about meaning and purpose niife, beliefs about God, uftmatereaiiy, issues of right andwrong andwhat it means o be human

» InRE pupis|earn about relgions and belies n local, national and giobal contexts to diszover, exploreand consider diferert answers
tothesequestions

« Pupils ear to weigh upthe value ofwisdomfrom different sources, to develop and expresstheir insghts inresponse and o agrezor
disagres respectiuly.

» Teaching therefore shouid equip pupis with systematic knowlecge and understanding of 3 range of religions and belifs, enabiing them
0 developther ideas valussand identities.

» RE should developin pupils an aptitude for dalogue o that they can partcipate positivelyinour society, with tsdiversereligionsand
beliets

» Pupils should gainand deploy the skilsneeded to understand, interpret and evalustetexts, sources of wisdom and authority andother
evidence Theyshould leam to articuiateclearly and coherently their personalbeliefs,ideas values and experiences whilerespecting
the right of othersto differ

*1. Makesense ofa range of religious and non-religious beliefs so that they can:
« identify, describe, explain and analyse beliefsand concepts nthe context of Ivingrel igions, using appropriate vocabulary.
« explainhow anduwhy these beliefsare understood in dfferent ways, by individuslsand within communities
« recognise howand why sources of authority (e g texts, teachings, traditions,leaders) are used, expressed and interpreted in
different ways, developing kil of nterpretation
2. Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs,so that they ca
« examine andexplainhow andwhy people expresstheir belifs n diverse ways
« recognise and account for ways inwhichpeople put their bel efs nto action in diverse ways, intheireveryday lives, within their
communitiesand inthe wider worid
« appreciate andappraise the significance of different waysof Iife and ways of expressing meaning
3. Make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, practices andideas studied, so that they can:
« evaluate,reflect on andenguire into key conceptsand questions studied, responding thoughtfullyand creatively, giving good
reasonsfor theirresponses
« challenge the ideasstudied, andallow the ideasstudied to challenge their own thinking, articuiating belefs, valuesand
commitments clearlyin response
« discem possble connections between the ideasstudied and their own ways of understanding the world, expressing their critcal
responsesandpersonal reflections with increasing clarity and understanding
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Chicren in EYFS should encounter religious and non-religious workdviews through special people, books, times, places and objects and by visiting places of worship. They shouid listen to and tak
about stories. Ghidren can be introduced to subject-specific words and use all their senses to explore beliefs, practices and forms of expression. They ask questions and reflect on their own fesings

and experiences. They use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of, and wonder at, the workd in which they ive.

Inne with the DIE's new 2020 EYFS Profie schools are to

plan RE which, through purposeful play and a mix of adult-

led and child-iniated acivty, provides these opportuni

for pupis.

RE enables chiten fo:

= Develop their spoken language tiough qualfy conversation
in a languagerich envionment, gaining new vocabuary
about relgion and woridviews

= Engage acively with siores, non-ficion, fymes and
poems from the RE fied, taking opportuniies to use and
embed new words n a range of contexis

= Share their deas via conversation, storyteling and role pay,
responding to support and modeling from ther teacher,
and sensiive questioning that invies them to elaborate their
thoughis in the RE field

= Become comioriable using a ich range of vocabuiary and
language siructures in relaion to RE conten.

= Offer explanations and answers to ‘why questions about
eligious stories, non-ficton, rhymes, songs and poes.

Development. AE enables chicren fo:

= Observe and oin n warm and supporiive reationships with
ackits and leam how to understand their own feeings and
those of others

+ Manage emotions and develop a posilve sense of sef,
understanding their own feelngs and those of offers e.g.
ihrough reigious story.

 Takand think about smple vaues as they leam how fo
make good friendships, co-operate and resalve conficts
peaceably

 Notice and respond to ideas about caring, sharing and
kindness from RE content including stories, sayings
and songs.

Prime area: Physical Development. RE enables chicien to:

 Use and develop their motor skils through RE based arts
and cratt activities and, for example, smal world piay, visual
representations of thei ideas and thoughts, role piay

Specific area: Liteacy. € enatie chiden o:
" Buid thei abiities in anguage comprehension through
talking with aduts about the workd around them, including
the workd of rligion and belief

 Engage with stories and non-fiction in RE settings and
enjoy thymes, poems and songs togeher.

 Buid their skils in RE-related word reacing, recognizing
reigious words and discovering niew vocabulary in relaion
1o religions and workdviews

 Articuiate ideas and use RE examples to write simple.
phrases or sentences that can be read by others.

‘Specific area: Mathematics. RE enables chicien to:

" Develop their spatialreasoring skils, noticing shape, space
and measures in relation to RE cortent

Lok for patters and relationships and spot connections,
sorting and ordering objects simply.

‘Specific area: Understanding the World.

RE enabes chicren to:

 Make sense of their physical workd and their communy,
.. 0n visis to places of worstip, or by meeting members.
of reigious communities

« Listen to a broad selecton of stores, non-fction, thymes
and poems o foster understanding of our cultural, socialy
and ecologicaly dverse world.

» Extend their knowledge and famiarity with words that
‘support understanding of reigion and belief

 Takabout the ives of people around them, understanding
characters and events from stories.

* Know some simiaries and differences between different
reigious and cultural communities in this country, drawing
on their experiences and what has been read and
‘experienced in ciass.

» Explore the natural world around them making observations
of animals and plants, envionments and seasons, making
‘spae for responses of joy, wonder, awe and questioning.

‘Specific area: Expressive Arts and Design.

RE enabes chicen to:

 Develop artistc and cutural awareness in reition to RE
materials n relation to art, music, dance, imaginive piay,
‘and role- play and stories to represent their own ideas,
thoughts and feeings.

 Buiid their imagination and creativity by exploring and
playing with a wide range of media and materials using RE
‘content,responding in a variety of ways to what they see,
hear, smell, touch and taste.

 See, hear and participate in @ wide range of examples
of reigious and spirtual expression, developing their
understanding, selt-expression, vocabuiary and abiity to
‘communicate through the arts.

 Create work drawing from reigions and belifs with a
variety of materials and tools, sharing their creations and
‘explaining the meaning of their work.

 Adapt and recount reiious stories inventively, imaginatively
‘and expressiely, and sing, perform and learn from wel-
known songs in RE imaginatively and expressively.
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	Skills Progressions

‘RE Today Services’
	R

(Discovering)
	Y1/2

(Exploring)
	Y3/4

(Connecting)
	Y5/6

(Connecting)
	No Outsiders 

Routes to resilience

School Values

	
	Aim 1:

Make sense of a range of religious and non-religious beliefs, so that they can:

Identifying and making sense of core religious and non-religious beliefs and concepts; understanding what these beliefs mean within their traditions; recognising how and why sources of authority (such as texts) are used, expressed and interpreted in different ways, and developing skills of interpretation.
	

	
	Aim 2:
Understand the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs, so that they can: Examining how and why people put their beliefs into action in diverse ways, within their everyday lives, within their communities and in the wider world.
	

	
	Aim 3:

Make connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, practices and ideas studied, so that they can: 
Evaluating, reflecting on and connecting the beliefs and practices studied; allowing pupils to challenge ideas studied, and the ideas studied to challenge pupils’ thinking; discerning possible connections between these and pupils’ own lives and ways of understanding the world.
	




	
	Year 1/2
	Year 3/4
	Year 5/6

	The RE Today Syllabus has three core elements (below), which are woven together to provide breadth and balance within teaching and learning about religion and beliefs, underpinning the aims of RE.  These three elements allow for an overlap to occur to suit to religion, concept and question being explored.  This spiral curriculum design allows for children to revisit and build upon previously learnt elements/outcomes throughout their time in school.  Each unit of work will include an outcome from each of the elements detailed below.

	Element 1:

Making sense of beliefs
	• identify core beliefs and concepts studied and give a simple description of what they mean

• give examples of how stories show what people believe (e.g. the meaning behind a festival) 

• give clear, simple accounts of what stories and other texts mean to believers
	• identify and describe the core beliefs and concepts studied 

• make clear links between texts/ sources of authority and the core concepts studied 

• offer informed suggestions about what texts/sources of authority can mean and give examples of what these sources mean to believers
	• identify and describe the core beliefs and concepts studied 

• make clear links between texts/ sources of authority and the core concepts studied 

• offer informed suggestions about what texts/sources of authority can mean and give examples of what these sources mean to believers

	Element 2:

Understanding the impact
	• give examples of how people use stories, texts and teachings to guide their beliefs and actions 

• give examples of ways in which believers put their beliefs into practice
	• make simple links between stories, teachings and concepts studied and how people live, individually and in communities 

• describe how people show their beliefs in how they worship and in the way they live 

• identify some differences in how people put their beliefs into practice
	• make clear connections between what people believe and how they live, individually and in communities 

• using evidence and examples, show how and why people put their beliefs into practice in different ways, e.g. in different communities, denominations or cultures

	Element 3:

Making connections
	• think, talk and ask questions about whether the ideas they have been studying, have something to say to them 

• give a good reason for the views they have and the connections they make
	• think, talk and ask questions about whether the ideas they have been studying, have something to say to them 

• give a good reason for the views they have and the connections they make
	• make connections between the beliefs and practices studied, evaluating and explaining their importance to different people (e.g. believers and atheists) 

• reflect on and articulate lessons people might gain from the beliefs/ practices studied, including their own responses, recognising that others may think differently 

• consider and weigh up how ideas studied in this unit relate to their own experiences and experiences of the world today, developing insights of their own and giving good reasons for the views they have and the connections they make



	R

(Discovering)
	Y1/2

(Exploring)
	Y3/4

(Connecting)
	Y5/6

(Connecting)

	Christianity

	
	Hinduism

	
	Islam

	
	Judaism

	
	
	
	Non- religious world views

	Thematic







	Teacher Assessment
	Pupil Voice
	Moderation

	Work scrutiny
	Parental surveys and feedback
	Observations and Blinks

	Data analysis
	Progress of pupils across the curriculum
	Staff Questionnaires



	Making great progress and have high standards of achievement and attainment
	Have a lifelong love of reading and learning and be able to communicate clearly
	Be respectful of themselves and demonstrate excellent behaviour

	Be confident, positive and independent learners with high aspirations
	Have mental wellbeing and make healthy lifestyle choices
	Participate in the community and have excellent attendance

	 know more and remember more


	Work Sample Analysis:
	What do our books show?

	Lesson Observations:
	How is the quality of teaching, learning and use of assessment in the lesson? How good is the questioning in the lesson?

	Surveys:
	What do parents and children say about this subject?

	Interviews:
	What do the children say about their learning in this subject?
What do the staff say about their learning in this subject?



	Coaching and Mentoring:
	Is there a need for coaching and mentoring in this subject? What support do colleagues need in this subject?

	Training:
	What training has taken place? What is the impact of any training given?

	Learning environment:
	How does the learning environment support the learning in this subject area?

	
	


Intent and Design – What are we trying to achieve?





Inclusion – How will we support all of our learners?





Children of all abilities, whether SEND, lower attainers or our most able, will have equal opportunities to access our amazing curriculum and personal development provision. Children will be supported to ‘Dig Deeper’ using the skills and knowledge taught, and will have the same high expectations of achievement and be scaffolded, supported and assisted to make the best progress possible. Staff continue to make all reasonable adjustments, to accommodate all pupils.








Assistive technology adaptations


Adapt tasks to ability through resources, questioning and expectation


Small steps and change of language choice to help understanding 


Support discussion and participation through small group work 


Physical environment


Considered resources and space


Practical activities where possible


Use of reader, if necessary 


Break down tasks








Pupils with Literacy difficulties are supported to access reading materials e.g. texts, IWB, worksheets





Displays, signs and presentations are accessible for pupils with communication difficulties





The classroom/ learning space is supportive of all pupils, particularly for those who a well-structured and organised environment is important 





The learning environment provides access for pupils with limited/different mobility or sensory/physical impairments





Provision of alternative areas





Uniform Policy and Behaviour Policy adjustments





Classroom Management structures are supportive of all pupils who require a flexible approach 





There are a range of resources available to support and extend pupils to be independent learners





Provision of appropriate and safe learning areas, or nurture areas





Support to use equipment needed to teach and ensure good progress 





Use enlarged fonts for visually impaired students





Support for communication for all pupils





Implementation and Organisation – How will we arrange our learning?





					


Reading �
Challenge�
Vocabulary and Communication�
Progressive Skills�
Transferable skills�
Positive Mental Health and wellbeing�
�
			





Lessons are planned to challenge pupils both academically and developmentally 





Our RE curriculum supports children by providing opportunities for them to learn about their own and others beliefs and spiritual ways of life.  They will also have the opportunity to understand why certain items/stories/people are special and important to others.





Work written and recorded in RE must reflect and reinforce the key skills in Reading, Writing and Maths





An RE specific, progressive and challenging skill set is explicitly taught and assessed





Children are able to use the correct vocabulary to discuss different beliefs and religions.  They can discuss and reflect on their own understanding with clarity.





Texts in RE are shared, understood and discussed for meaning and different beliefs and spiritual ways of life.





EYFS 


Religious Education to be taught through topics using a holistic approach following the EYFS Curriculum. Refer to EYFS Vision Document. RE will be primarily developed through the Understanding of the World strand of the curriculum.





Big questions in topics and RE specific areas





Exciting, topic-based learning supported by a rich and diverse array of texts and activities.





Overview of RE elements taught throughout the school





RE lesson themes and knowledge





RE skills





Overview of RE aims (below) and elements taught throughout the school





RE Coverage





The RE Today Syllabus focusses on deepening pupil’s knowledge about religions and developing their ‘religious literacy’.  It does this by studying one religion at a time (systematic units) and then including ‘thematic’ units, which build on learning by comparing the religion, beliefs and practices studied.





Impact – How well are we achieving our aims?









